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jealousy of her rival admirers, Norreys, Brereton, and
others, by her lavish gifts and open favour to Mark
Smeaton. According to this story, she endea-
voured to appease the former by renewed flirting
with them, and to silence Mark's discontent by
large gifts of money. Others of her courtiers,
especially Sir Thomas Percy, indignant that an
upstart like Mark should be treated better than
themselves, insulted and picked quarrels with the
musician; and it is evident that Anne, at the very
time that Cromwell was spreading his nets for her,
was hard put to it to keep the peace between a
number of idle, jealous young men whose admira-
tion she had sought for pastime.

On the 2gth April, Mark Smeaton was standing
sulkily in the deep embrasure of a window in Anne's
chamber in the palace of Greenwich. The Queen
asked him why he was so out of humour. He
replied that it was nothing that mattered. She
evidently knew the real reason for his gloom, for
she reminded him that he could not expect her to
speak to him as if he were a nobleman. " No,
no! " said Mark, " a look sufficeth for me, and so
fare you well." * Sir Thomas Percy seems to have
heard this little speech, and have conveyed it, with
many hints of Mark's sudden prosperity, to Crom-
well. " It is hardly three months since Mark came
to Court, and though he has only a hundred pounds
a year from the King, and has received no more
than a third, he has just bought three horses that
have cost him 500 ducats, as well as very rich

* British Museum, Cotton, Otho C. x., and Singer's addition to Caven.
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